NOTIFICATION TO AN AFFECTED PARTY OF A PROPOSED ACTIVITY UNDER ARTICLE 3 OF THE CONVENTION

	1. INFORMATION ON THE PROPOSED ACTIVITY

	(i) Information on the nature of the proposed activity

	Type of activity proposed
	PROGRAM FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION ENERGY SECTOR DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY OF REPUBLIC OF SERBIA UP TO 2040 WITH THE PROJECTIONS UP TO 2050, FOR THE PERIOD FROM 2026 UP TO 2028 (In the further text Program)

	Is the proposed activity listed in Appendix I to the Convention?
	Some activities are listed 

	Scope of proposed activity
(e.g. main activity and any/all peripheral activities requiring assessment) 
	The preparation of the Program y is in accordance with Articles 3, 5 and 6of the Law on Energy ("Official Gazette of RS", No. 145/2014, 95/2018-dr. law, 40/2021, 35/2023-dr. law and 62/23, 94/24).



	Scale of proposed activity
(e.g. size, production capacity, etc.) 
	The Program contains measures, projects and activities in the areas of energy: electricity, thermal energy, renewable energy sources, energy efficiency, oil, natural gas, coal, just transition and energy poverty for the period from 2026 until 2028 in accordance with the adopted Energy Sector Development Strategy of the Republic of Serbia until 2040 with projections until 2050 ("Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia" No. 94/24) and the Integrated National Energy and Climate Plan of the Republic of Serbia until 2030 with a vision until 2050 adopted in July 2024 ("Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia" No. 70/24).

	Description of proposed activity
(e.g. technology used) 
	The Program contains all elements envisaged under Article 6 of the Energy Law, presented by energy subsectors. It outlines the energy facilities that need to be constructed or reconstructed to ensure security of supply, improve energy efficiency, and reduce environmental impacts, with an emphasis on the use of modern technologies for energy and energy carrier production. In the section on the electricity sector, special attention is given to the application of advanced technologies for system management and control. The scope of renewable energy use, as a result of the foreseen measures and activities, is presented in Chapters 5.1–5.4. For each measure, an estimate of financial resources is provided, along with the identified sources of financing.



	Description of purpose of proposed activity
	All the measures, activities, and projects envisaged for implementation in the period 2025–2028, and presented by energy sectors, pursue the achievement of three overarching strategic objectives of energy development. In this regard, the foreseen activities in the renewable energy and energy efficiency sectors contribute positively to all three objectives.

Energy Security

Energy security in the transformation sectors (electric power and heat energy) is to be ensured through increasing the efficiency of production systems and reducing energy losses in transmission and distribution networks. It is foreseen that domestic electricity demand will be fully met from domestic production. Furthermore, energy security in the electricity sector will be enhanced by increasing transmission and distribution capacities, improving the management of these capacities, as well as by the integration of the electricity market. In both sectors, a higher share of renewable energy sources will be achieved.

With regard to fossil fuel sectors, in the natural gas sector, energy security will be strengthened through the expansion of underground gas storage capacities, the construction of interconnections with North Macedonia and Romania, as well as through the revitalization and development of the transport network. In the oil sector, the defined objective concerning the stored quantities of mandatory oil and petroleum product reserves is being met, and a new supply route from Hungary is being opened. In the coal sector, ensuring a reliable domestic coal supply for the operation of thermal power plants is of crucial importance for maintaining energy security.

Decarbonization

Decarbonization of the energy sector will be achieved through increased utilization of renewable energy sources for electricity and heat generation, improvements in energy efficiency across all stages of the energy chain, while the revitalization of the natural gas transport and distribution network, as well as the development of product pipeline systems, will result in the reduction of fugitive emissions.

For a more intensive decarbonization of the energy sector, in particular the electricity sector, the simultaneous implementation of measures in the field of just transition is of paramount importance, especially those aimed at mitigating the adverse social impacts of potential coal mine closures.

Competitiveness of the Energy Sector

The enhanced competitiveness of the electricity sector will be reflected in improved reliability of the transmission and distribution systems, as well as in the security of consumer supply, and in faster and more efficient integration of renewable energy sources. In the district heating sector, a significant increase in the number of systems with consumption-based billing of delivered heat is anticipated, along with an expansion in the number of connected users. The development of natural gas transport and distribution networks will enable greater utilization of natural gas, while more efficient transportation of derivatives via product pipelines will contribute to reducing distribution costs for derivative suppliers.



	Rationale for proposed activity
(e.g. socio-economic, physical geographic basis) 
	Energy security, decarbonization and economic competitiveness of the energy sector are the general priorities of energy development and the principles on which it is necessary to develop the energy policy of the Republic of Serbia. The Program defines the activities necessary for the achievement of objectives and the implementation of measures. The Program elaborates measures and activities aimed at achieving both the general and specific goals of energy development for the period of next three years.


	Additional information/comments
	 /

	(ii) Information on the spatial and temporal boundaries of the proposed activity

	Location+
	The territory of the Republic of Serbia

	Description of the location (e.g. physical-geographic, socio-economic characteristics)
	 /

	Rationale for location of proposed activity (e.g. socio-economic, physical-geographic basis)
	 /

	Time-frame for proposed activity (e.g. start and duration of construction and operation)
	 Period from 2026 until 2028

	Maps and other pictorial documents connected with the information on the proposed activity
	 /

	Additional information/comments
	 /

	(iii) Information on expected environmental impacts and proposed mitigation measures

	Scope of assessment (e.g. consideration of: cumulative impacts, evaluation of alternatives, sustainable development issues, impact of peripheral activities, etc.)
	 /

	Expected environmental impacts of proposed activity (e.g. types, locations, magnitudes)
	The Program is a document that determines measures and policies consistent with the Green Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals.
Strategic impact assessment is prepared for identifying environmental problems in the area directly affected by energy facilities and activities and analyzing the possible implications of these activities on the quality of the environment, especially on: 

- the quality of basic environmental factors: air, water, soil,

 - natural values ​​(especially protected natural assets), 

- cultural and historical heritage, 

- waste generation and its treatment.

	Inputs (e.g. raw material, power sources, etc.)
	A detailed description and analysis of the current situation, as well as an analysis of the effects of the implementation of measures and activities in the energy sector, were carried out in detail in the process of drafting the Integrated National Energy and Climate Plan of the Republic of Serbia for the period up to 2030, with a vision to 2050 and the Strategy, and an ex-ante analysis of the effects was carried out for these documents. These documents also set out the goals of the energy policy and the vision for the development of the energy sector of the Republic of Serbia. Both strategic documents were the subject of the work of the Working Groups, and a full public consultation process was carried out. From the point of view of the current situation and ex-ante analysis of the effects, the Program is a public policy document that is exclusively aligned with the Strategy and Integrated National Energy and Climate Plan of the Republic of Serbia for the period up to 2030, with a vision to 2050.



	Outputs (e.g. amounts and types of: emissions into the atmosphere, discharges into the water system, solid waste)
	 /

	Transboundary impacts (e.g. types, locations, magnitudes)
	The Program represents the action plan of the Strategy and does not include any measure or activity that was not already mentioned in the Energy Development Strategy. Considering that transboundary consultations were conducted for the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Report of the Energy Development Strategy of the Republic of Serbia until 2040, with projections to 2050, and that the SEA Report received approval following the procedure, it is considered unnecessary to conduct new transboundary consultations for the SEA Report of the Program for the Implementation of the Strategy.

This is further supported by the fact that the SEA Report of the Program for the Implementation of the Strategy is fully aligned with the SEA Report of the Integrated National Energy and Climate Plan of the Republic of Serbia for the period up to 2030, with a vision to 2050, for which transboundary consultations were also organized prior to adoption.



	Proposed mitigation measures (e.g. if known, mitigation measures to prevent, eliminate, minimize, compensate for environmental effects)
	Program contains 95 policies and measures for the period of  the next three years. Of these 95 measures, 75 are investment measures, and the most of these measures are mitigation measures.


	Additional information/comments
	 /

	(iv) Proponent/developer

	Name, address, telephone and fax numbers
	Ministry of Mining and Energy

Nemanjina 22-26, 11000 Belgrade

Republic of Serbia

Telephone: +381 11 33 46 755

Fax: +381 11 3625 055 

E-mail: kabinet@mre.gov.rs



	(v) EIA documentation

	Is the EIA documentation (e.g. EIA report or EIS) included in the notification?
	Yes

	If no/partial, description of additional documentation to be forwarded and (approximate) date(s) when documentation will be available
	/

	Additional information/comments
	/

	2. POINTS OF CONTACT

	(i) Points of contact for the possible affected Party or Parties

	Authority responsible for coordinating activities relating to the EIA (refer to decision I/3, appendix) 

- Name, address, telephone and fax numbers
	 Ministry of Environmental Protection, Republic of Serbia


	List of affected Parties to which notification is being sent
	 Romania

	(ii) Points of contact for the Party of origin

	Authority responsible for coordinating activities relating to the EIA (refer to decision I/3, appendix)
- Name, address, telephone and fax numbers 
	Ministry of Environmental Protection, Republic of Serbia Slobodan Sremcevic,

Omladinskih brigada 1

00381 11 2690977

00381 11 3132574

	Decision-making authority if different than authority responsible for coordinating activities relating to the EIA
- Name, address, telephone and fax numbers 
	Ms. Dubravka Djedovic Handanovic, minister

Ministry of Mining and Energy

Nemanjina 22-26, 11000 Belgrade

Republic of Serbia

Telephone: +381 11 33 46 755

Fax: +381 11 3625 055 

E-mail: kabinet@mre.gov.rs



	3. INFORMATION ON THE EIA PROCESS IN THE COUNTRY WHERE THE PROPOSED ACTIVITY IS LOCATED

	(i) Information on the EIA process that will be applied to the proposed activity

	Time schedule
	2025

	Opportunities for the affected Party or Parties to be involved in the EIA process
	 The Consultant for the preparation of the EIA was selected in accordance with Article 11, paragraph 1 of the Law on Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment. Information on the procedure for preparing the Program and the corresponding strategic impact assessment was published in 2021, when a tender for consulting services was conducted (https://jnportal.ujn.gov.rs/tender-eo/33292) Development and adoption of the Energy Development Strategy of the Republic of Serbia until 2040 with projections until 2050 and the Program for the Implementation of the Energy Development Strategy of the Republic of Serbia, which also provides for the preparation of a Report on the Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment of the Energy Development Strategy and the preparation of a report on the strategic environmental impact assessment of the Program for the Implementation of the Energy Development Strategy.
Decision regarding the preparation of a Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment for the Program for the Implementation of the Energy Development Strategy of the Republic of Serbia until 2040 with projections until 2050, for the period 2026-2028, was published in the Official Journal of RS No 90/2025.

	Opportunities for the affected Party or Parties to review and comment on the notification and the EIA documentation
	Draft of the Decision regarding the preparation of a Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment for the Program for the Implementation of the Energy Development Strategy of the Republic of Serbia until 2040 with projections until 2050, for the period 2026-2028, was delivered for consideration to the Ministry of Environmental protection, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Construction, Transport and Infrastructure, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management, Public Policy Secretariat, Ministry of Economy, Energy companies, TSO ,DSO, representatives of civil society included in the Working group for the preparation Program and EIA: CEKOR, Res Foundation, Belgrade Open School.
 Early consultations on the Program in the period from September 19, 2025 until September 26, 2025.

Public consultations on the Program in the period from October 23, 2025 until November 12, 2025.

Public consultations on the EIA in the period from October 23, 2025 until November 21, 2025.

Public hearing was organized on October 31, 2025 in Serbian Chamber of Commerce.


	Nature and timing of the possible decision
	 December 2025 adopted by Government  

	Process for approval of the proposed activity
	December 2025

	Additional information/comments
	 /

	4. INFORMATION ON THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS IN THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

	Public participation procedures
	Public call for Public consultation on the Program and EIA with all relevant documentation was published on the website (www.mre.gov.rs, https://www.mre.gov.rs/tekst/12676/-poziv-za-ucesce-u-javnoj-raspravi-o-predlogu-programa-ostvarivanja-strategije-razvoja-energetike-republike-srbije-do-2040godine-sa-projekcijama-do-2050godine-za-period-od-2026-godine-do-2028-godine-i-izvestaju-o-strateskoj-proceni-uticaja-programa-na-zivotnu-sredinu.php) of the Ministry of Mining and Energy and Portal eKonsultacije, https://ekonsultacije.gov.rs/topicOfDiscussionPage/535/4 and https://ekonsultacije.gov.rs/topicOfDiscussionPage/554/4
as well as on the newspaper Politika on October 23, 2025.Public consultation  also includes public hearing.



	Expected start and duration of public consultation
	Early consultations on the Program in the period from September 19, 2025 until September 26, 2025.

Public consultations on the Program in the period from October 23, 2025 until November 12, 2025.

Public consultations on the EIA in the period from October 23, 2025 until November 21, 2025.

Public hearing was organized on October 31, 2025 in Serbian Chamber of Commerce.



	Additional information/comments
	/

	5. DEADLINE FOR RESPONSE

	Date
	According to the date of receipt of notification, within 30 days.


