
ROMANIAN MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, WATERS AND FORESTS 
Rural Pollution Prevention and Reduction Project (RAPID), IBRD Loan no. 9505-RO
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
Assignment Title: Consultancy Services for supporting the Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests for strengthening the National Inventory of Air Pollutant Emissions
Reference No. (as per Procurement Plan): 11/CQ/2026
The Government of Romania has received financing from the World Bank toward the cost of the Rural Pollution Prevention and Reduction Project (RAPID Project) and intends to apply part of the proceeds to consulting services for supporting the Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests (MEWF) in strengthening the National Inventory of Air Pollutant Emissions, one of the key activities under Component 1 aimed at strengthening institutional capacity for environmental monitoring, reporting and compliance with European Union environmental legislation.
Taking into account the correspondence between the World Bank and the Ministry of Finance regarding the amendment of the Loan Agreement no. 9505-RO, as well as the provisions of Section V of the World Bank Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers, MEWF may launch the procurement procedure and may sign the contract with the entity selected through the evaluation and selection process, prior to the entry into force of the amendment to the Loan Agreement, provided that no actual payment is made to that respective entity.
Therefore, any payment which arises within the awarded contract is subject to the approval and entry into force of the amendment to Loan Agreement No. 9505-RO, under which this assignment is financed. Should the amendment not enter into force, the Client reserves the right to delay the payment, without incurring any liability towards the Consultants.The consultancy services ("the Services") comprise the analysis and improvement of methodologies used for the preparation of Romania’s national air pollutant emission inventories, the collection and processing of sector-specific data, the development of higher-tier (Tier 2) methodologies and country-specific emission factors, as well as the preparation of a comprehensive study for strengthening the National Inventory of Air Pollutant Emissions. The assignment will focus primarily on emissions from combustion in manufacturing industries and construction, including iron, steel, ferroalloy and non-ferrous metals production (NFR 1A2a and NFR 1A2b), and on the residential sector (NFR 1A4bi), particularly biomass combustion used for household heating and cooking. The Services will also include technical consultations with MEWF and the National Agency for Environmental Protection and Protected Areas (NAEPA), a technical working group session, and technical assistance for addressing any observations or requests received from the European Commission and international bodies under the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution (CLRTAP).
The objective of the assignment is to enhance the national air pollutant emission inventory to ensure alignment with the requirements of Directive (EU) 2016/2284 on the reduction of national emissions of certain atmospheric pollutants (NEC Directive), the Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution (CLRTAP), and the latest EMEP/EEA Guidebook on air pollutant emission inventories, while incorporating Romanian national specificities and improving the quality and accuracy of emission estimates.
The services under this Contract shall be provided until June 20th, 2028, or any subsequent date, as agreed in writing by the Parties through a contract amendment, if required, but in line with the RAPID Project closing date. The Consultant is expected to commence the performance of the Services within ten (10) working days after Contract signing. The main deliverables are expected to be completed within approximately fifteen (15) months from the commencement of the Services and include: (i) an initial analysis of Romania’s national emission inventory development methodology; (ii) preparatory reports for data collection from industrial operators and representative residential sector samples; (iii) development of Tier 2 methodologies and country-specific emission factors; (iv) organization of a technical working group session; (v) preparation of the Study on Strengthening the National Inventory of Air Pollutant Emissions; and (vi) preparation of a consolidated final report incorporating European Commission and MEWF comments and requests.
The detailed Terms of Reference (ToRs) for this assignment are attached to the present Request for Expressions of Interest (REoI).
The Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests - Rural Pollution Prevention and Reduction Project, now invites eligible consulting firms (“Consultants”) to indicate their interest in providing the Services. Interested Consultants should provide information demonstrating that they have the required qualifications and relevant experience to perform the Services. 
The shortlisting criteria are:
I. General qualifications - 20 points
The Consultant shall demonstrate the necessary qualifications, technical capacity and professional experience to successfully perform the assignment described in these Terms of Reference. In particular, the Consultant shall have at least ten (10) years of proven experience in the development of policies and/or implementation systems (at the level of public institutions) on EU environmental legal framework, at least ten (10) years.
II. Specific experience - 80 points 
The Consultant shall demonstrate at least five (5) years of specific experience during the last eight (8) years in providing consultancy services, technical assistance, studies or similar assignments related to air pollutant emissions and air pollutant emission inventories, including emission estimation methodologies, emission factors, inventory improvement, and the collection and analysis of data from the energy, industrial and residential sectors.
Additional experience in projects financed by the World Bank, the European Union or other international financial institutions, as well as experience in obtaining permits and approvals required for public investment projects in Romania, will be considered an advantage.
Supporting documents should be provided (recommendation letters, copies of contracts, reception letters/approval documents issued by the Contracting Authorities for the deliverables / services / final reports, etc.).
No CVs should be provided at this stage of the selection procedure, as the Key Experts requested in the Terms of Reference will not be evaluated at the shortlisting stage. 
The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to Section III, paragraphs, 3.14, 3.16, 3.17 and 3.21 to 3.24 of the World Bank’s “Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers”, November 2020 (“Procurement Regulations” -  https://thedocs.worldbank.org/en/doc/178331533065871195-0290022020/original/ProcurementRegulations.pdf ), setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest and Eligibility. Interested consultants will consult all these conditions and will sign and send together with their Expression of Interest a declaration of no conflict of interest and eligibility, in the format attached to this request for expressions of interest. In case of a JV association, each member will sign this declaration.
Consultants may associate with other firms to enhance their qualifications, but should indicate clearly whether the association is in the form of a joint venture and/or a sub-consultancy. In the case of a joint venture, all the partners in the joint venture shall be jointly and severally liable for the entire contract, if selected. Interested Consultants should clearly indicate in their Expression of interest the structure of their “association” and the duties and responsibilities of each of the partners and sub-consultants. Please note that any entity may submit only one Expression of Interest in the same selection process, either individually as a single consultant or as a partner in a joint venture.
A Consultant will be selected in accordance with the Consultant’s Qualification-based Selection (CQS) method set out in the Procurement Regulations. 
Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours from Monday to Thursday 8:30 to 17:00 hours and Friday 08:30 to 14:30 hours.
Expressions of interest and supporting documents must be submitted in written form (by e-mail or/and in person or/and by mail), in English language, to the address below no later than October 20th, 2026, 15:00 local time. In case the supporting documents are not in English, the Consultant shall provide a copy of the relevant parts of the original document, together with a translation into English, which will be certified for conformity by the same person signing the Expression of Interest.
The Expression of Interests and any clarification subsequently issued by the Consultant shall be signed by the person or the persons that are entitled to represent and bind the Consultant or by a person designated to sign the Expression of Interest. In such latter cases, a written power of attorney shall be presented.
Ministry of Environment, Waters and Forests – Rural Pollution Prevention and Reduction Project 
Attn: 
Mr. Mihai CONSTANTINESCU, Director of the PMU
Ms. Cătălina CRIVEANU, Procurement Manager
46-48, Calea Plevnei, Sector 1, Building E, 1st Floor, Room 11
City: Bucharest, ZIP Code: 010233, Country: Romania
E-mail: ump.achizitii@mmediu.ro 




DECLARATION


Dear Mr. Constantinescu,

I, the undersigned, ……………………………….... the authorized representative of the Consultant [insert name of the Consultant or Member in a JV Association, as the case may be], confirm our availability to provide the services under the assignment 11/CQ/2026, in accordance with the requirements in the Terms of Reference and for the duration specified thereto.

I also confirm that our hiring, in case we are selected, would not create a conflict of interest or eligibility issue as per the provisions of Section III, paragraphs, 3.14, 3.16, 3.17 and 3.21 to 3.24 of the World Bank’s “Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers” November 2020 (“Procurement Regulations”).


Name of the Consultant / Member of a JV Association:
Authorized Representative:



Signature

Date:


