The format for notification to an affected Party of a proposed activity under article 3 of the Convention was adopted by the Meeting of the Parties to the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context by 
Decision I/4 at its first meeting held in Oslo from 18 to 20 May 1998. 
[bookmark: _Hlk35011178]This document contains excerpt from Annex to Decision I/4 (Table 1) and can only be used in conjunction with the full text of Decision I/4 and not as a stand-alone document.


Notification to an affected Party of a proposed activity 
under article 3 of the Convention

	1.  INFORMATION ON THE PROPOSED ACTIVITY

	(i) Information on the nature of the proposed activity

	Type of activity proposed
	Extraction of dynamic reserves from the Danube River within the working area from km 501.000 to km 500.200, covering an area of 171,730 sq. m.  

	Is the proposed activity listed in appendix I to the Convention?
	             Yes                 No   

	Scope of proposed activity 
(e.g. main activity and any/all peripheral activities requiring assessment)
	The extraction of sediment deposits will be carried out using the multi-bucket dredger “Dunav”. The obtained material will be loaded onto non-self-propelled flat-deck barges. The company operates 4 units of 200-ton barges and 4 units of 300-ton barges. The dredger has a capacity of 150 tons per hour. The expected volume of extracted material is 15,000 m3.
As an alternative to the dredger, the floating technical facilities PD “INERT 5” and PD “INERT 6” may also be used for extraction of inert material and loading onto the barges. For transportation, two self-propelled vessels will also be used: “INERT 9” (750 tons) and “INERT 10” (850 tons).
The transportation of the barges to the project pontoon will be carried out by the MV “Z. Stoyanov” and MV “G. S. Rakovski” or by a self-propelled vessel. 
The transportation and subsequent unloading of the barges or self-propelled vessels will be carried out at a project pontoon (N 43° 49’ 42.31” E 25° 55’ 33.07”), located approximately 1,200 meters downstream along the Danube River, at a port site – land property with identifier 63427.3.724, owned by “INERT” Ltd. The area of property 63427.3.724 will be used as an unloading site. According to cadastral sketch No. 15-805729-20.05.2025, issued by the Bulgarian Agency of Geodesy, Cartography and Cadastre, the property has a permanent land use statute “Urbanized” and a permanent use statute “For port”. For the performance of the activities, Decision No. RU-5-PR / 2018 issued by the Regional Inspectorate of Environment and Water Resources – Ruse is in force for “Port for public transport of regional significance at river km 499 of the Danube River – Ruse, for vessels with a tonnage up to 1,350 BRT” for joint activities. The port holds an Operational Suitability Certificate No. 23021 issued by the Bulgarian Ministry of Transport, Information Technology and Communications on 23.12.2021, valid until 23.12.2056. A General Plan for the port has been approved by Orders of the Bulgarian Minister of Transport, Information Technology and Communications No. RD-08-55 / 07.02.2020 and of the Minister of Regional Development and Public Works No. RD-02-14-101 / 05.02.2020 (Bulgarian Official Gazette No. 13 / 2020). 

Unloading of the barges is to be carried out using a specialized electric hydraulic crane “Liebherr” with a long boom. The machine is to be equipped with pneumatic grab buckets, through which the material will be unloaded in the hoppers of the conveyor belts.
The inert material will be distributed to specialized stockpiles for river ballast, part of which is delivered via a conveyor system to a mobile screening machine Powerscreen Chieftain 1400. The machine screens the river ballast into three fractions.
Sand can also be unloaded directly to the stockpile via conveyor belt.
Dispatch of all fractions of inert material is carried out by trucks with and without trailers. Loading is performed in designated loading zones using front loaders with a capacity of 5 to 5.5 cubic meters.
Vehicle routes are strictly defined, with one-way traffic within the site. Two-way traffic is permitted only in the weighbridge area. The vehicle shall get out of the port only after the weigh ticket has been issued and validated by the driver, and after the consignment not is compiled, 

No shore-based activities are planned within the site area.

	Scale of proposed activity
(e.g. size, production capacity)
	The investment proposal includes extraction of dynamic reserves from the Danube River within the working area from km 501.000 to km 500.200, covering an area of 171,730 sq. m in proximity to the water way.  

	Description of proposed activity
(e.g. technology used)
	The obtained material will be loaded onto non-self-propelled flat-deck barges. The company operates 4 units of 200-ton and 4 units of 300-ton barges. The dredger has a capacity of 150 tons per hour. 
As an alternative to the dredger, the floating technical facilities PD “INERT 5” and PD “INERT 6” may also be used for extraction of inert material and loading onto the barges. For transportation, two self-propelled vessels will also be used: “INERT 9” (750 tons) and “INERT 10” (850 tons).
The transportation of the barges to the project pontoon will be carried out by the MV “Z. Stoyanov” and MV “G. S. Rakovski” or by a self-propelled vessel. 
The transportation and subsequent unloading of the barges or self-propelled vessels will be carried out at a project pontoon (N 43° 49’ 42.31” E 25° 55’ 33.07”), located approximately 1,200 meters downstream along the Danube River, at a port site – land property with identifier 63427.3.724, owned by “INERT” Ltd. The area of property 63427.3.724 will be used as an unloading site. According to cadastral sketch No. 15-805729-20.05.2025, issued by the Bulgarian Agency of Geodesy, Cartography and Cadastre, the property has a permanent land use statute “Urbanized” and a permanent use statute “For port”. For the performance of the activities, Decision No. RU-5-PR / 2018 issued by the Regional Inspectorate of Environment and Water Resources – Ruse is in force for “Port for public transport of regional significance at river km 499 of the Danube River – Ruse, for vessels with a tonnage up to 1,350 BRT” for joint activities. The port holds an Operational Suitability Certificate No. 23021 issued by the Bulgarian Ministry of Transport, Information Technology and Communications on 23.12.2021, valid until 23.12.2056. A General Plan for the port has been approved by Orders of the Bulgarian Minister of Transport, Information Technology and Communications No. RD-08-55 / 07.02.2020 and of the Minister of Regional Development and Public Works No. RD-02-14-101 / 05.02.2020 (Bulgarian Official Gazette No. 13 / 2020). 

Unloading of the barges is to be carried out using a specialized electric hydraulic crane “Liebherr” with a long boom. The machine is to be equipped with pneumatic grab buckets, through which the material will be unloaded in the hoppers of the conveyor belts.
The inert material will be distributed to specialized stockpiles for river ballast, part of which is delivered via a conveyor system to a mobile screening machine Powerscreen Chieftain 1400. The machine screens the river ballast into three fractions.
Sand can also be unloaded directly to the stockpile via conveyor belt.
Dispatch of all fractions of inert material is carried out by trucks with and without trailers. Loading is performed in designated loading zones using front loaders with a capacity of 5 to 5.5 cubic meters.
Vehicle routes are strictly defined, with one-way traffic within the site. Two-way traffic is permitted only in the weighbridge area. The vehicle shall get out of the port only after the weigh ticket has been issued and validated by the driver, and after the consignment not is compiled,

No storage of removed sediment deposits along the riverbanks is envisaged. The buckets of the dredger are designed solely for scraping the upper layer of sediment material and do not have the capacity to break or damage the riverbed. Upon reaching rock formations, operations will be stopped and the dredging depth will be adjusted accordingly.
The removal of sediment deposits will be carried out gradually, seasonally and periodically, and the entire area of the proposed working area will not be exploited at once. The extraction area represents the boundary of a river zone within which the dredger is permitted to operate. During the season, the dredger will operate within the limits of this section.
The extraction method ensures removal of sediment deposits from the dynamic reserves of the river without affecting the solid riverbed (water-impermeable layer).
The dredger design allows extraction of sediments only in the direction of the riverbed (perpendicular to the vessel), as it is technically impossible to excavate with inclination towards the banks. Removal will be performed on an interlacing principle – sequentially, from one end of the working area to the other (across its width), followed by a slight upstream shifting and repeated removal from one end of the working area to the other. The upper layer of accumulated aggregates with a thickness of approximately 60 cm will be removed. This method is the most favourable for extraction, as it is not harmful for the riverbed, it creates gradual deepening over large areas without forming pits, and the working area recovers within 2–3 months after stopping the extraction works.

	Description of purpose of proposed activity
	The purpose of the investment proposal is to obtain a permit for the extraction of sediment deposits from the Danube River, to be issued by the Bulgarian Executive Agency for Exploration and Maintenance of the Danube River (EAEMDR).
The proposal is aimed at carrying out the principal activities of the contracting authority, namely extraction, processing and commercialization of inert materials, river transport and ship agency services along the Danube River.

	Rationale for proposed activity 
(e.g. socio-economic basis, physical geographic basis)
	The transport area is located in proximity to the contracting authority’s own port, where unloading, processing and storage will take place.
The necessity for extraction in this working area is driven by the need to ensure sufficient locations for the transportation of inert materials required for the company’s core activities.
At the same time, the extraction will also achieve the following positive effects:
The accumulation of sediments in any river section creates conditions for gradual reduction in depth (formation of shallow areas and thresholds),  which in turn reduces the navigable area and passability of river sections, negatively affecting navigation. 
No construction of new technical infrastructure is required for the implementation of the investment proposal.
On the other hand, sediment accumulation, especially in the channels between islands and the riverbank, creates real conditions for bank overflow and flooding during high water levels, as well as increased bank erosion due to the abrasive nature of sediment-laden water.

	Additional information/comments
	none

	(ii) Information on the spatial and temporal boundaries of the proposed activity

	Location
	The geodetic coordinates of the boundary points of the specified working area with an area of 17.173 hectares (in WGS 1984 coordinate system) are as follows:
1.	43°48'41.48"	25°54’54.92"
2.	43°48’50.69"	25°54’59.41"
3.	43°48’53.17"	25°54'49.25"
4.	43°49'10.20"	25°55’02.83"
5.	43°49'07.10"	25°55’11.08"
6.	43°48'40.66"	25°54’57.64"
The working area is located near the river thalweg and the border with Romania, at a distance of approximately 475 m from the Romanian bank of the Danube River.

Extraction will be carried out from the riverbed, approximately 100 m from the Bulgarian bank, 300 m from the river thalweg and 760 m from the Romanian bank, at depths ranging from 6.5 to 13 m depending on water levels.

	Description of the location (e.g. physical-geographic characteristics, socio-economic characteristics)
	Extraction of dynamic reserves from the Danube River within the area from km 501.000 to km 500.200, covering an area of 171,730 sq. m., in proximity to the water way.   
Extraction will be carried out from the riverbed, approximately 100 m from the Bulgarian bank, 300 m from the river thalweg and 760 m from the Romanian bank, and about 80 m from Lyulyaka Island (Bulgarian section), at depths of 6.5 to 13 m depending on water levels.  
The nearest populated area to the boundaries of the extraction site is the city of Ruse.  Boundary point 5 is located approximately 1,500 m from the nearest residential building in the Sredna Kula district, separated by a hill and significant elevation differences.  In Romania, the village of Slobozia is approximately 3,900 m away, and the city of Giurgiu is about 7 km from the sediment extraction site. The working area is located in close proximity to the boundaries of two protected areas: „Gura Vedei - Saica - Slobozia“ (Site Code: ROSCI0088)
for the conservation of natural habitats and wild flora and fauna, and “Vedea - Dimare” (Site Code: ROSPA0108), designated by Romanian government for the protection of wild birds. 

	Rationale for location of proposed activity
(e.g. socio-economic basis, physical-geographic basis)
	Extraction will be carried out only during periods with favourable water levels that allow dredger operation. The dredger can work with optimal working depths between 6 and 9 m, while at lower or significantly higher water levels, extraction becomes practically impossible or extremely difficult and works can be carried out to depths up to 13 m.
Upon depletion of the dynamic reserves, extraction will be suspended until their natural replenishment, which typically takes 1 to 2 years. 

	Time frame for proposed activity
(e.g. start and duration of construction and operation)
	The working area will be operated after obtaining a permit under the Water Act from the Director of the EAEMDR. The permits are valid until the implementation period of the current River Basin Management Plan (2022 to 2027).
Extraction will be carried out in the period from June to November, outside the fish breeding season, in compliance with the prohibitions imposed by the Bulgarian Executive Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture.

	Maps and other pictorial documents connected with the information on the proposed activity.
	Map of the working area and geographic coordinates issued by the EAEMDR.
Satellite image showing the location of the working area and distances from the riverbank.
Maps showing the location of the site relative to the mapped areas of the two protected zones: „Gura Vedei - Saica - Slobozia“ (Site Code: ROSCI0088) и “Vedea - Dimare” (Site Code: ROSPA0108). Although the boundaries of the two zones overlap, it has been established that within the extraction area the boundary enters the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria. Therefore, the distance to the river thalweg / boundary of the protected zones is approximately 280 m, and the distance to the river thalweg within both zones is approximately 80 m.

	Additional information/comments
	none

	(iii) Information on expected environmental impacts and proposed mitigation measures

	Scope of assessment
(e.g. consideration of: cumulative impacts, evaluation of alternatives, sustainable development issues, impact of peripheral activities)
	No harmful emissions are expected during the performance of the activities. The activities do not generate wastewater, atmospheric emissions or waste. Noise emissions are not expected to reach the nearest populated areas.
The planned activity does not envisage storage or transportation of inert materials on the riverbank. No repair of vessels is envisaged within the extraction area. The contracting authority operates its own port in Silistra, where such activities will be carried out.
Sediment materials will be extracted in a wet condition, loaded onto vessels and transported to the port. No fugitive emissions are expected within the working area.
The extraction technology and the design of the dredger exclude any impacts to the riverbank, destructions of the riverbed or other morphological changes within the extraction zones. Only sediments deposited on the riverbed will be removed.

In the case of bucket dredging, it is not possible to damage the riverbed (composed of rock), unlike extraction by means of suction dredgers or other equipment intended for deepening.
The extraction of inert materials is an activity that cannot lead to changes in the hydrological regime of the river, as it has no potential to affect water level, volume, flow velocity or the course of the river.
The removal of sediment deposits from the riverbed will not lead to depletion of this natural resource.
The location of the extraction area has been coordinated with navigation activities along the Danube River, and its coordination by the EAEMDR guarantees that navigation will not be affected.
The planned extraction site is remote and does not affect existing hydraulic engineering structures, and the extraction does not pose any risk to their condition.
The implementation of the investment proposal will mainly affect aquatic fauna distributed in the Danube River, which is a border river.
With the removal of sediment materials, destruction of benthic organisms may occur, such as freshwater mussels (Unio sp.), certain snails and mayfly larvae, as well as other organisms present within the extraction area. However, these species are widely distributed in the river and are not subject to conservation or protection.  According to habitat requirements, Unio crassus inhabits near-bank areas of the Danube characterized by shaded shores protected from strong currents (small bays, areas with dense riparian vegetation, and enclosed meanders). However, in the project area strong currents prevail and the retention of organic sediments is limited or nearly impossible, i.e. suitable habitats for the species are absent.
Unfortunately, in the Danube river system, invasive mussel species exert significant influence, displacing native species of the genus Unio:
· Chinese pond mussel (Sinanodonta woodiana). The largest invasive species in the Danube, often referred to as a “giant mussel”, reproducing rapidly and reaching sizes of 20–30 cm, displacing native Unio and Anodonta species. 
· Zebra mussel (Dreissena polymorpha). A smaller but aggressive invasive species that attaches in large colonies to substrates, including the shells of native mussels of Unio species, suffocating them.
· Asian clam (Corbicula fluminea): Another significant invasive species present in Danube lakes and slow-flowing waters, affecting the ecosystems.
Dimitar Kozhuharov, Potential Threats to Sustainable Development in the Danube and Black Sea Region: The Danube River as a Corridor for Alien Invasive Species, Member of the International Association for Danube Research, IAD, and the East and South European Network for Invasive Alien Species, ESENIAS.   
“Invasive Alien Species of Benthic Macroinvertebrates and Fish in the Bulgarian Sector of the Danube River” (MDPI, 2022). Study conducted within the framework of the Joint Danube Survey 4, confirming the dominance of S. woodiana throughout the Bulgarian area of the Danube River.
“Distribution and Characteristics of the Invasive Alien Species Sinanodonta woodiana in the Prut River Basin” (Acta Zoologica Bulgarica). The study examines the distribution of the species in the lower course of the Danube and its tributaries, highlighting the high risk posed to native freshwater mussel species.
The fish fauna will not be affected by the planned activities. The working area is located within the riverbed, close to the fairway, where there are no habitats suitable for shelter, feeding or reproduction of typical fish species.
During the performance of the activities, no natural habitats subject to conservation within the protected area “Gura Vedei - Saica - Slobozia” (Site Code: ROSCI0088) will be affected.   No impact is expected on bird species protected within “Vedea - Dimare” (Site Code: ROSPA0108), as the area does not represent nesting habitat for the species concerned. 

	Expected environmental impacts of proposed activity
(e.g. types, locations, magnitudes)
	No negative impacts on the environment or the population are expected during or after implementation of the investment proposal.  According to Letter Ref.  No. PU-01-89-(2) / 25.11.2025 issued by the Danube River Basin Directorate, the planned activities do not contradict the River Basin Management Plan (2022 to 2027) or the Flood Risk Management Plan for the Danube region (2022 to 2027), nor the prohibitions, restrictions and measures set out therein.

	Inputs
(e.g. raw material, power sources)
	The investment proposal represents extraction of natural resources from the dynamic reserves of the Danube River.
The removal of sediment deposits from the dynamic reserves of the Danube River will not lead to depletion of this natural resource. The sediment deposition is a continuous and dynamic process.

	Outputs
(e.g. amounts and types of: emissions into the atmosphere, discharges into the water system, solid waste)
	No harmful emissions that could pollute atmospheric air are expected.
The investment proposal does not include storage of extracted sediment materials, but only extraction, transshipment and transportation. The sediments are wet and do not create conditions for dust dispersion during transportation.
The vessel equipment complies with all European standards, ensuring minimal environmental emissions.
Municipal waste will be transported to the contracting authority’s port and treated in accordance with the company’s procedures.
No industrial waste will be generated. No repairs or other works will be carried out on vessels within the site. If repairs are required, the equipment will be transported to the port in Ruse, where the repair works will be performed.
No wastewater generation is expected.
No significant noise emissions are expected. The engines of the vessels operated by “Inert” Ltd. are fitted with silencers. To reduce noise from conveyor rollers, plastic rollers are used instead of metal ones. As a result, the noise emitted into the environment from dredger operation is within the range of 70 to 80 dBA.


	Transboundary impacts
(e.g. types, locations, magnitudes)
	The proposal does not have a transboundary character, although it is located in the Danube River, which is a border river.
The site area is situated near two Natura 2000 protected areas within the territory of Romania.
The planned activities will be carried out within a working area located on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria. The assessment of potential environmental and population impacts indicates a limited spatial scope confined to the boundaries of the working area. No harmful emissions are expected during the performance of the activities.
The activities do not generate wastewater, atmospheric emissions or noise emissions that could reach nearby populated areas.
The planned activity does not envisage storage or transportation of inert materials on the riverbank.
Sediment materials will be extracted in a wet condition, loaded onto vessels and transported to the port. No fugitive emissions are expected within the section area.
The extraction technology and the design of the dredger exclude any impacts to the riverbank, destructions of the riverbed or other morphological changes within the extraction zones. Only sediments deposited on the riverbed will be removed.
The location of the extraction section has been coordinated with navigation activities along the Danube River, and its coordination by the EAEMDR guarantees that navigation will not be affected.
The planned extraction site is remote and does not affect existing hydraulic engineering structures, and the extraction does not pose any risk to their condition.
The implementation of the investment proposal will mainly affect aquatic fauna distributed in the Danube River, which is a border river.
With the removal of sediment materials, destruction of benthic organisms may occur, such as freshwater mussels (Unio sp..), certain snails and mayfly larvae, as well as other organisms present within the extraction area. However, these species are widely distributed in the river and are not subject to conservation or protection.
The fish fauna will not be affected by the planned activities. The working area is located within the riverbed, close to the fairway, where there are no habitats suitable for shelter, feeding or reproduction of typical fish species.

Sediment removal by bucket dredger is the most environmentally friendly dredging method for fish populations. The dredger buckets are open, lowered slowly to the bottom, collect gravel and move upward slowly. Thus, if any fish is fallen into the bucket accidentally it can escape during the slowly upward movement.

It is ensured that the extraction of inert materials from the Danube riverbed will not be performed during the fish spawning period. Each year, the Bulgarian Executive Agency for Fisheries and Aquaculture imposes a ban on fishing and all activities in water bodies (including extraction of inert materials) during the breeding period (April to June).

The planned sediment removal area is located at a considerable distance from habitats subject to conservation within the Romanian protected areas: „Gura Vedei - Saica - Slobozia“ (Site Code: ROSCI0088) and
“Vedea - Dimare” (Site Code: ROSPA0108), and the activities are not expected to have any negative impact on them. No negative impacts on the protected Romanian areas in proximity are expected.


	Proposed mitigation measures
(e.g. if known, mitigation measures to prevent, eliminate, minimize, compensate for environmental effects)
	- Mining activities shall be carried out only during daylight hours.
- No activities shall be permitted during the April – May period, corresponding to the fish spawning season as regulated by Bulgarian legislation.
- Repair of vessels and equipment in the river shall not be permitted; any damaged machinery shall be transported for repair to the port of “INERT” Ltd. in Ruse.
All waste generated on board the vessels shall be collected and transported to the port of “INERT” Ltd. in Ruse and treated in accordance with the company’s permits under the Bulgarian Waste Management Act.
During dredging activities, as well as for ensuring safe manoeuvring of all vessels in the river section where the site is located, the Rules for Navigation on the Danube River shall be strictly observed.

	Additional information / comments
	none

	(iv) Proponent / developer

	Name, address, telephone and fax numbers
	INERT OOD - with Tihomir Dudev as a Manager
address: Company headquarters: 21, Borimechka Str., Ruse, Bulgaria Full mail address:
  21, Borimechka Str., Ruse, Bulgaria 
Phone, fax and е-mail: ;
Contact person: Tihomir Dudev; phone: 0899113780


	




	

	(v) EIA documentation

	Is the EIA documentation (e.g. EIA report or EIS) included in the notification?
	     
              Yes         No         Partially    

	If the answer to the above is no or partially, description of additional documentation to be forwarded and (approximate) date(s) when documentation will be available
	Additional information will be submitted upon request when it becomes available.

	Additional information / comments
	none

	2.  POINTS OF CONTACT

	(i) Points of contact for the possible affected Party or Parties

	Authority responsible for coordinating activities relating to the EIA (refer to decision I/3, appendix)
- Name, address, telephone and fax numbers
	Ministry of Environment, Water and Forests of Romania
Bvd. Libertatii nr. 12, Sector 5, Bucuresti
Fax: 004021408 9615
Telefon: 021/408 9642
E-mail: registratura@mmediu.ro

	List of affected Parties to which notification is being sent
	Republic of Romania

	(ii) Points of contact for the Party of origin

	Authority responsible for coordinating activities relating to the EIA (refer to decision I/3, appendix)
- Name, address, telephone and fax numbers
	Ministry of Environment and Water 22 Maria Luiza Blvd. Sofia, 1000, Bulgaria

	Decision-making authority if different than authority responsible for coordinating activities relating to the EIA
- Name, address, telephone and fax numbers
	-

	3. INFORMATION ON THE EIA PROCESS IN THE COUNTRY WHERE THE PROPOSED ACTIVITY IS LOCATED

	(i) Information on the EIA process that will be applied to the proposed activity

	Time schedule
	Based on the requirements of Bulgarian legislation




	Opportunities for the affected Party or Parties to be involved in the EIA process
	Yes

	Opportunities for the affected Party or Parties to review and comment on the notification and the EIA documentation
	Yes

	Nature and timing of the possible decision
	In accordance with the Bulgarian legislation

	Process for approval of the proposed activity
	In accordance with the Bulgarian legislation

	Additional information / comments
	Further information on the EIA procedure can be found on the MoEW website:
www.moew.govemment.bg

	4.  INFORMATION ON THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS IN THE COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

	Public participation procedures
	The contracting authority shall provide one copy of the EIA decision, together with all annexes, to the authorities designated by the competent body and via its website – Ministry of Environment, Water and Forests for the Republic of Romania. 

	Expected start and duration of public consultation
	The start date shall be considered the date on which the information is published on the website of the Ministry of Environment, Water and Forests of Romania.

	Additional information / comments
	none

	5.  DEADLINE FOR RESPONSE

	Date
	
Four weeks from the date of receipt of the notification.





