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• China – First trials of carp farming and 

first fisheries inspectors and instructors

• Egipt – in a tomb is found the image of a 

man harvesting tilapia from a pond

• Bolivia - irrigation combined with fish 

Egipt – The Middle Kingdom people 

knew about intensive fish farming

Fan Lai “The Classic 

of Fish Culture”

2852 – 2205 B.C 2052 – 1786 B.C. 473 B.C. 



Istoria pisciculturii romanesti 19 December 2018

3

Marcus Terentius

Varro

– Rerum rusticarum libri

III

(About Agriculture)

Lucius Junius Moderatus

Columella De re Rustica (About 

Agriculture)

Chapter VIII

DE VILLATICIS PASTIONIBUS. 

AVIARIUS ET PISCATOR (Growing 

farm animals: Birds and Fish

Carol cel Mare

Codexul ”Capitulare de 

villis vel curtis imperii 

Caroli Magni” 

36 B.C 50 A.D. 812
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• England (1086) – William the Conqueror in Domesday Book orders the

registration of the properties of his kingdom and the Abbey of St.

Edmonds registers “il viviariae piscinae” for the use of rectorium

• Bohemia (1115) – Kladruby Monstery

• România (Transilvania) (1247) Diploma of the Hospitaliers – Celei

ponds, (1322 – 1329) – ponds near Timisoara and Cluj

• România – Muntenia (1247),

• France: 12th – 13 th century – Valois (1160), Dombes (1258)

• România (Moldova) – 1421

XI – XV
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Georg Reicherstorffer - Moldaviae quae olim 

Daciae pars, Chorographia, Vienna, first edition 

1541 – “Moldova is so rich in ponds and lakes in 

a manner that one could not ask more from 

nature for the daily needs”

Paul Beke jesuite missionary in Moldova is talking 

in 1644 about the number of ponds he has found 

there: “they pride themselves on lakes and 

ponds, before other countries, and hence the 

unbelievable quantities of fish”
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Grigore Antipa

(1867 – 1944)
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1896

The first Law on Fishing written by Grigore

Antipa in 1895 and approved by the

Parliament in 1896

“About fish farming institutions

Art. 35. – On one ore more of the State

properties there will be built, by the

Ministry of the Domains, institutions for

artificial fish farming for restocking the

rivers all over the country”

“Pe una sau mai multe din proprietăţile

Statului se vor face, de către Ministerul

Domeniilor, stabilimente pentru pisicultură

artificială, cu scopul de a repopula

râurile din ţară.”
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1906

Grigore Antipa elaborează Raportul Măsuri

necesare pentru a dezvolta cultura crapului în

eleşteie (Necessary measures for the development

of carp culture in ponds)
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1908

Zdenko Trinks, the manager 

of Cozmeni Ponds Farm

“Pond farm and fish rearing with 

special considerations on 

building ponds and fish farming) 
Gospodăria de heleșteie și 

creșterea peștelui cu 

considerațiuni speciale privind 

construcția heleșteielor și 

creșterea peștelui”
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Petre popescu daia

1872 – 1952

 Exploatarea pescăriilor statului (1926); 

 Piscicultura în heleşteie (1928); 

 Noul proiect de lege pentru organizarea pescăriilor (1929); 

 Puterea alimentară a peştelui (1930); 

 Cooperaţie şi pescărie (1931); 

 Creşterea cegei în iazuri (1931); 

 Instrucţiuni pentru crearea de heleşteie (1931); 

 Alimentaţia artificială a peştilor din heleşteie (1931)
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In 1919 P.P. Daia is

lecturing the Fish Farming

course at the Veterinary

College, established in

1883, in his attempt to

transform it in Veterinary

Medicine Faculty (1921).
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1923

Herăstrău Agriculture 

College – 1853 
• Established in 1852 by Barbu

Dimitrie Ştirbei and named

Pantelimon Agriculture Institute;

• In 1869 is moved to Herăstrău;

• On April 1st 1923, the syllabus

registers the Fish Farming Course

held by George Zotta, biologist
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 January 3rd 1926 the Committee for fisheries

school establishment;

May 3rd 1928 are established two “Fisheries and

Fish Farming School” in Giurgiu and Cozmeni;

The first specialised magazine “Fishery and Fish

Farming (1928 – 1935);

The first profesional association “The Association

for Sustaining Fishing and Fish Farming” (1931)

1926 - 1931
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Fisheries Research 

Stations are started: : 

Tulcea (1931), 

Tarcău (1931), 

Nucet (1937 - 1941)

1931 - 1940

The Romania Fish 

Farmers Association 

publishes The n Fish 

Farming Bulletin 

(1931)
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„Institutul de Cercetări Piscicole al României” - The 

Romanian Fisheries Research Institute (1940)

“Acest institut va da îndrumările necesare agricultorilor,

piscicultorilor, pescarilor şi va pregăti specialiştii necesari

diferitelor ramuri de producţie a apelor: piscicultură,

pescuit, precum şi pentru industrializarea produselor

pescuitului”

“The Institute will provide the necessary guidance to

agriculture farmers, fish farmers, fishermen and will

train the specialists needed by different water linked

production: fish farming, fishing and fisheries products

processing”
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Prima Lege pentru încurajarea şi dezvoltarea pisciculturii

care stabilea printre altele: “toate eleşteiele în care se

cultivă peşte sunt considerate exploatări agricole şi se

bucură de toate avantajele legii pentru încurajarea

agriculturii”

The first Law for fish farming support and development: “all

fish ponds are considered agricultural farms and are

receiving the same advantages as given by the law for

agriculture support”

1938
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1948

The first Fishing and Fish 

Farming Faculty established 

in Constanta (1948)

In 1953 the Faculty is moved in

Galati

.
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 Ion Ciurea (1878 – 1944) întemeietorul ihtiopatologiei a predat cursuri de parazitologie şi controlul

alimentelor între 1919 – 1943, infiinţând şi cel mai frumos muzeu de ihtiopatologie;

 Gheorghe Dinulescu (1896 – 1965) ihtiopatolog, fondator al primului institut de piscicultură în cadrul

Institutului Naţional Zootehnic;

 Ion Rădulescu „Ihtiopatologia şi igiena piscicolă”, Manual pentru şcolile de piscicultură, 1952;

 Dumitru Bogatu (1924 – 1992) – titularul disciplinelor de ihtiologie şi ihtiopatologie;

 Theodor Buşniţă (1900 – 1977) – ihtiolog, hidrobiolog, director al Şcolii de pescuit şi piscicultură,

director al I.C.P., titularul disciplinei de Piscicultură;

 Gheorghe Bârcă – inginer agronom, absovent al Academiei Agricole de la Cluj, specializarea

îmbunătăţiri funciare, topografie, cadastru de la Facultatea de Agronomie, Bucureşti, 1932;

 Constantin S. Antonescu (1902 – 1981) hidrobiolog, profesor de piscicultură al Facultuăţii de

Agronomie Bucureşti (1943 – 1948), profesor de hidrobiologie la Facultatea de Pescuit şi Piscicultură

(1948 – 1957);

 Sergiu Cărăuşu (1907 – 1997) – fondatorul şcolii de hidrobiologie din cadrul Universităţii Al. I. Cuza

din Iaşi, împreună cu Ioan Borcea. Primul tratat de ihtiologie 1952. Primul decan la Facultăţii de

Piscicultură (1948 – 1955);

 Nicolae Bacalbaşa-Dobrovici (1916 – 2010) fondator al învăţământului superior de piscicultură.



 Total area 125,000 ha (in use 80.000 ha)in about 500 registered 

farms

 in Natura 2000 network about 60.000 ha and 282 registered fish 

farms
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“UN POPOR CARE NU-ŞI CUNOAŞTE ISTORIA E CA UN COPIL 
CARE NU-ŞI CUNOAŞTE PĂRINŢII” (NICOLAE IORGA)


